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Director’s Annual Report 2013/14
 This year was characterized by transitions 
in the Administration of the College that had some 
impact on the Library, as the Director reported to 
the new Vice Provost and the Library became part 
of a new construct of academic support services 
called the Academic Commons. By the end of the 
year, however, it was announced that the reporting 
structure would return to the Provost. 
 The President departed at the end of De-
cember and his records, including email and other 
digital files, came under the purview of the Archives. 
Other transitions at the administrative level meant 
the Archives needed to be proactive in identifying 
those materials destined for long-term storage and 
future use.
Exhibits and Events
 The Library continued its active exhibition 
program with quarterly exhibits detailed in the Spe-
cial Collections Librarian’s report which follows. Of 
particular note is the fall exhibition of 19th century 
children’s books drawn from our collection, includ-
ing many items from the miniature book donation 
from Anne Jencks. RISD hosted an exhibit of work 
by the New England Chapter of the Guild of Book 
Workers in the spring. Other exhibits showcased 
the zines, posters, and prints from the library collec-
tion. 
 At the request of the Office of Intercultur-
al Student Engagement and with the assistance of 
Campus Exhibitions staff, the Library exhibited five 
large panels of the AIDS Memorial Quilt in conjunc-
tion with World AIDS Day. They were quite dramat-
ic, hanging for two weeks in the openings to the 
balcony.
 The Library continued to be a much sought 
after venue for events, meetings and tours, with at 
least 25 on the first floor schedule and 111 in the 
Material Resource Center, with nearly 2000 in at-
tendance overall. The year started with the AICAD 
Alumni + Careers staff conference, which included a 
reception on the first floor and, on the following day, 
sessions in the Material Resource Center. Visitors 
came from Germany and France, Abu Dhabi and 
China. Architectural tours were offered to guests 
from Harvard, Roger Williams University, Pratt, 
Wellesley, Holy Cross, and Providence College. The 
Institute of Classical Architecture and Art meet-
ing in Boston and the Association of College and 
University Housing Officers-International meeting 
in Providence both sent attendees to see the library 
as part of a campus and city tour. Classes came from 
Brown, Providence College, UMass Dartmouth, and 
Wheeler School to see artists’ books. A number 
of students used the library as a site for filming or 
installation projects.
 Special events included a reprise of the 
“Spirit of a King” Gospel Concert for Martin Luther 
King, Jr. remembrance and celebration (65 in atten-
dance) and a reading by Charlayne Hunter Gault, 
sponsored by the RI Black Heritage Society. The 
Library hosted another reception and tour for Ath-
enaeum members. The largest event was a presenta-
tion by British model Lily Cole who was on campus 
to talk about her new Internet project, Impossible 
http://www.impossible.com/.  An enthusiastic au-
dience of 130 students greeted her and continued 
the conversation with a panel of faculty. Later in 
the spring, the library hosted an event organized by 
Professor Damian White featuring design theorist 
Cameron Tonkinwise and a panel of faculty mem-
bers discussing how designers envision the future 
(75 in attendance). Both evenings concluded with a 
reception in the Material Resource Center.
 The main space of the library also proved to 
be the perfect setting for the Governor’s presenta-
tion of funding awards by the RI Science & Technolo-
gy Advisory Council, as RISD faculty members were 
among the recipients. Following the awards presen-
tation, the Council meeting was held in the Material 
Resource Center.
 A number of RISD events were held in the 
Library, including Parents’ Council luncheon, new 
faculty orientation, the first Academic Commons 
Gathering, the retirement party for Laurie White-
hill Chong and Ellie Nacheman, and the Honorary 
Degree/Frazier Awards Dinner.
Digital Collections and Services
 Ellen Petraits led a significant effort this 
year to rebrand our integrated search product, 
FleetSearch, identify and troubleshoot implementa-
tion issues, and to promote it to faculty and stu-
dents. Claudia Covert and John Gambino developed 
and promoted e-reserves, and the statistics show 
significant increase in those materials provided 
digitally. Robert Garzillo led the project to redesign 
and refresh the interface for the library catalog. The 
growing collection of e-books through EBSCO’s 
Academic E-Book subscription plan proved to be 
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popular. Librarians continued to recommend the 
acquisition of a Digital Commons subscription as a 
means of meeting strategic goals related to institu-
tional records and research. 
 New databases added this year included 
World of Learning, another collection of JSTOR Arts 
& Sciences (V), and a return to LexisNexis Academic. 
With special pricing from AICAD and support from 
the Global Partners & Programs office, we were 
able to add the language learning resource Pronun-
ciator, and advertised that along with the state-pro-
vided Mango Languages. We provided trial access to 
the video streaming products, Alexander Street Press 
and Kanopy, with the expectation of continuing some 
form of video streaming in the year ahead.
Gifts and Acquisitions
 An overview of special purchases and gifts is 
presented in the Special Collections report. A gener-
ous donation for artists’ books funded a number of 
amazing additions to this important teaching collec-
tion. Two retrospective purchases, long on the de-
siderata list, were Herbert Bayer’s World Geographic 
Atlas, and Lee Friedlander’s American Monument.
 The most exciting acquisition of the year 
was half the stock of a neighborhood video store, 
long a resource for our faculty. As detailed in the 
Visual Resources report, this was a shared project 
with funding from Academic Affairs, the Division 
of Liberal Arts, the Department of Film, Animation 
and Video as well as the Library. The 5800 DVDs 
and VHS tapes have been delivered to the library, 
doubling our collection in this medium. The sum-
mer project includes listing all the titles, discovering 
duplicates, prioritizing categories for processing, and 
making shelf space.
 The library continued to receive a large 
number of gifts throughout the year. Among the 
most significant this year was the final installment 
of the Daniel Berkeley Updike material from Selma 
Ordewer; former faculty member Paul Langmuir’s 
graphic design, film, and illustration library; and 
student-made artists’ books from Jan Baker’s RISD 
classes. Neil Ashar donated a collection of books on 
men’s fashion and Tim Finn continued his generous 
practice of building our graphic novel and comic 
book section. Timothy Philbrick donated his library 
of furniture books to be shared with the Providence 
Athenaeum, the Furniture Department and the 
RISD Library. RISD parent Christopher Scholz gave 
us a significant number of architecture and design 
books in an ongoing donation. Another ongoing gift 
of architecture books is coming from John Wool-
sey. Illustration faculty member Judy Sue Goodwin 
Sturges gave us some of her extensive library of 
children’s books. A very large supplement to the 
materials collection came from local designers Peter 
and JoAnn Wooding. Nancy Skolos and Tom Wedell 
gave a selection of their posters for the Archive of 
Graphic Design and Illustration. Additional posters 
came with the Langmuir gift.
Facilities
 The whole library, including all the stack 
fixtures, was relamped with more energy efficient 
lighting. For much of the stacks, it was the first 
change since opening in 2006. The overall effect of 
even lighting was much appreciated. 
 Unfortunately the library suffered at least 
four incidences of water damage over the course of 
the year, including two sections above the stacks on 
the first floor, the stairwell to the balcony confer-
ence room, and, just after the New Year, a significant 
pipe break in the mezzanine on the west side of the 
building that cascaded water into the basement and 
threatened library storage. Quick action on the part 
of staff member Mark Sweeney prevented serious 
damage to books and archival materials.
 Capital projects included three staff com-
puters, three computers for scanning stations and 
a new fileserver for archives and visual resources. 
The Material Resource Center expanded its storage 
capacity with nine large rolling racks;,their portabili-
ty helping to maintain the room as a function space. 
The nine Knoll Krefeld tables were refinished and 
the tall exhibit cases were revamped to function 
better including provision for magnetic attachment 
rather than pins. The biggest project was the refin-
ishing of the cork floors on both levels; unfortunate-
ly the final sealant showed obvious lines around the 
tiles and the work is scheduled to be redone at the 
end of 2014. Happily the carpet in the staff lounge 
was replaced with tile, much easier to keep clean.
Staffing
 It was a stable year in staffing, with all staff 
here except for unexpected medical leave in the fall 
for the Special Collections Librarian and a planned 
leave in June for the Circulation Manager. Alecia Un-
derhill’s position was returned to full time with the 
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addition of responsibilities in the Archive of Graphic 
Design and Illustration and the Material Resource 
Center. Her job description, as well as those of a 
number of other positions in the library, was revised 
this year. Jessica Lombardi was hired as the circula-
tion assistant for the summer session in order to 
support our being open on Sundays. Mark Pompelia 
passed critical review and was promoted to Librari-
an III.
 Laurie Whitehill Chong, Special Collections 
Librarian, and Ellie Nacheman, Catalog/Reference 
Librarian retired at the end of June, after 25 and 35 
years, respectively. Since searches for these positions 
are not imminent, Claudia Covert was appointed 
Interim Special Collections Librarian and Marc 
Calhoun was promoted to a term appointment as 
Catalog/Reference Librarian, both effective July 1. 
During this transition, Gail Geisser will report to 
the Director; Ellen Petraits will be Head of Ref-
erence, and a part-time Reference & Instruction 
Librarian will be hired for the academic year.
Professional Development
 Librarians participated in conferences of 
the American Library Association, the Art Libraries 
Society of North America in Washington, DC, the 
Innovative Users Group meeting in Detroit, the 
College Art Association conference in Chicago, the 
Visual Resources Association conference in Milwau-
kee, and the College Book Art Association in Salt 
Lake City. Mark Pompelia organized and moderated 
a session at the Southeast College Art Conference 
in Greensboro, NC and spoke on materials at the 
Association of Architecture School Librarians con-
ference in Miami. Claudia Covert traveled to Iowa 
to look at a camouflage archive, and spoke on the 
subject at Salve Regina University and the Naval War 
College. Ellen Petraits was artist-in-residence at the 
Outer Cape Art Residency Program. Librarians and 
staff members also attended meetings, workshops 
and conferences at RISD, Bryant, Brown, Holy Cross, 
UMass Amherst and UMass Dartmouth. Details of 
staff activities appear in the reports that follow. 
 Library Director Carol Terry served on 
campus committees, including the Provost’s Expand-
ed Council, the Academic Commons Leadership 
group, and the Administrative Managers group. She 
was a member of the Management Development 
Task Team and an occasional participant in the Digi-
tal Learning Work Group. She continues to chair the 
Library Committee and serve as liaison to Architec-
ture, Landscape Architecture and the Apparel Design 
departments. She is on the Instruction Committee 
and its Curriculum subcommittee. She participated 
in the campus master plan charrettes and the NAAB 
review in Architecture. She joined others in the 
RISD community as part of the RISDiversity project.
 Carol attended the ARLIS/NA conference in 
Washington, DC, followed by the AICAD Librarians 
meeting where she completed her service on the 
AICAD Library Directors steering committee after 
many years. She continues as treasurer of the Con-
sortium of Rhode Island Academic and Research 
Libraries; her terms on the Library Board of Rhode 
Island, as well as the Buildings & Grounds Commit-
tee of the Providence Athenaeum, wrapped up at 
the end of the year. She exhibited photographs in 
the RISD Staff show and the Library staff exhibit.
Conclusion
 The Library administered its biennial 
student survey again this year; it is clear that the 
collections and the space are important to students, 
not only for assignments but for their own inspi-
rational and creative growth. We continue to look 
for ways to support them in their time at RISD. We 
have a wonderful group of students who work for 
and with us as we continue to develop collections 
and services to meet their needs. Our support of 
faculty, curators, administrators, staff and outside 
researchers continues to be a priority as well. We’re 
ever conscious of the hybrid nature of our work, 
the importance of the physical book or material 
and the physical space. Students still love books and 
were so excited when we purchased and displayed a 
selection of “Books to Inspire Artists” over Winter-
session. Yet we know that the digital is ever sought, 
brought out clearly in the significant increase in 
the use of e-reserves and e-books and other digital 
resources. We thrive on this challenge and look 
forward to continuing to provide a wide-ranging 
collection representing an increasingly diverse world 
of art and design history and practice. 
Carol S. Terry
Director of Library Services
August 2014
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There seems to be a continuing trend with 
classes to include a mix of undergrad and gradu-
ate students so it is becoming more challenging 
to determine just how many grad students we are 
serving. Six classes were specifically scheduled for 
grad students and four classes were held for grad-
uate students with teaching appointments in Book 
Arts, Graphic Design, and Photography. Twenty grad 
students came for appointments or multiple con-
sultations on their thesis projects. Classes for grad 
students in the Literary Arts Program at Brown 
came again this year.
Classes outside of the RISD community 
continue to make use of the artist book collection, 
and as in the past represent a variety of schools and 
ages. Classes came from RISD Continuing Educa-
tion, Brown University, Providence College, and the 
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth. From the 
community, we had high school students come from 
the Wheeler School and from a local arts initiative, 
“Project Open Door.”
This year, we had 2 of the Art History 102 
classes, which actually represented 4 of the 18 
sections taught. Two sections were repeats from 
previous years and two were new. Four to five 
scheduled sections seem to work out about right 
for our typically busy spring semester. 
The joint Brown/RISD Watts History and 
Culture of the Book Program continues to flourish 
and once again Special Collections was included in 
one of their scheduled events. Dr. Willa Z. Silverman, 
from the Department of French and Francophone 
Studies at Penn State, gave a lecture on the writings 
and book publishing of Octave Uzanne March 6th at 
the John Carter Brown Library and the following 
day gave a talk in our Special Collections on Art 
Nouveau books, illustrated by 29 extraordinary 
examples from our collection. 
Since about 2005 the Special Collections 
Librarian has been demonstrating bookbinding 
to Oren Sherman’s sophomore Illustration class-
es twice a year, and this year was no exception. 
We decided to return to a simple demo from the 
previous year’s actual bookmaking session in the 
Reading Room in order to save time and to include 
viewing some zines as well. Word of these book-
binding demonstrations has spread and as a result 
the librarian gave a more in-depth bookbinding 
workshop in April to 6 students from Lisa Young’s 
Image Bank photography course for non-majors. 
Students from another class requested a simi-
lar workshop later in the semester but we were 
Special Collections
Overview
Our Special Collections continue to be 
highly appreciated and heavily used resources for 
both the RISD community and beyond. Although 
we had a slight dip in overall activity this year, there 
were pockets of intense use that made the days 
fly by in a blur of classes and appointments. Our 
department is on the cusp of change, with this 
past year turning out to be the last one before the 
Special Collections Librarian’s retirement in July 
2014. There were many projects to complete before 
then and much to organize and pass on to the next 
librarian taking over this position.
Facilities and Equipment
Although the need for weeding has not 
reached a critical point, we are still aware that our 
shelf space is limited. Efforts were made to identify 
flat folio books in the NC’s (comics and graphic 
novels) and the TR’s (photography), that could be 
moved down to the first floor when shelving in the 
Reference area is made ready. Fortunately we were 
able to use Room 229 to unpack and inventory the 
large Ordewer gift until all the books were cata-
loged and the ancillary archival materials sorted 
and boxed. With a little shifting, we were then able 
to move the Merrymount Press books and archival 
boxes from this gift into the last range of Special 
Collections stacks so they are kept together in one 
location. We still need to find alternate shelving 
for the Masters Theses, as more and more thesis 
documents are being produced in large or unusual 
structures and formats.
Class Presentations and Collection Usage
The total number of classes coming to 
Special Collections this year was actually closer to 
the average number in previous years, with 2012-
13 being the highest exception. Again, the number 
of students reflects the average number associated 
with classes in previous years, approximately 15-20 
students per class. Artist Book classes continue to 
be more frequently scheduled than Special Col-
lections classes, although we had some new Art 
History classes this year that found the collections 
highly relevant to the curriculum. April was the 
busiest month this year with 20 classes scheduled in 
that month alone plus 14 individual appointments or 
consultations. 
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Linda K. Johnson; Viva Voce/ Maria Pisano; Peeping 
Tom/ Radha Pandey; R.ed Monde (painting)/ Angela 
Lorenz; Cinders Gallery Huge Box Set (zines)/ Book-
lyn; No Frames No Boudaries/ Helsgard & Gfeller; 
No/Future/ Mike Taylor; New Life New New Beauty/ 
Margaret Mahan; Matter/Anti-Matter/ Casey Gardner; 
Duncan & Imogen/ Mukti Cerio; Days Made Strange/ 
Alisa Golden; Morning/ Jan Owen; Clematis/ Rebecca 
Goodale. 
Visiting book artists this year included: Su-
san Schwalb; Angela Lorenz; Linda K. Johnson; Lauren 
Henkin; Eckhard Froeschlin; Maria Pisano; Radha 
Pandey; Marshall Weber; Jan Owen; Austin Straus; 
Leslie Hirst. 
Independent archivist Rachael Juskov vol-
unteered as an intern to help organize the personal 
papers and archival materials for the Ruth Laxson 
Artist Book Archive, rendering the collections of book-
making materials and personal archives both more 
accessible to researchers. 
Student worker Joanna Lin (FAV ’16) assist-
ed in completing the detailed metadata spreadsheets 
describing all the materials in the Angela Lorenz Artist 
Book Process Archive. Now with metadata for the 
thousands of objects in this collection in hand, the 
library can proceed with future related digitization 
projects.
Exhibitions and Loans
The following exhibits were mounted in the 
library:
• The Crafted Appearance: 18th and 19th Century 
Men’s Fashion. Began April 1 and was held over 
until August 9, 2013. An exhibition in celebra-
tion of the Artist, Rebel, Dandy: Men of Fashion 
exhibition at the RISD Museum, curated by 
Laurie Whitehill Chong. Poster designed by Ariel 
Bordeaux.
• Creature Mash-Ups. June 15 – August 9, 2013. 
Second floor exhibit case only. Curated by Ariel 
Bordeaux. Poster designed by Ariel Bordeaux.
• Cloaked In Sentiment: 19th Century Cautionary Tales 
for Children. September 9 – December 6, 2013. 
Part of a statewide series of exhibitions for the 
“Art of the Book Program” with the Rhode 
Island Center for the Book’s theme: “Beware 
the Woods: Children’s Books of the 18th & 19th 
Centuries.” Included in the library’s exhibit 
were many specimens from the “Stearns, Beede, 
Jencks Collection of Miniature Books.” Curated 
by Laurie Whitehill Chong. Poster designed by 
Ariel Bordeaux.
• Zines: By the People, For the People. December 
unable to accommodate them at such a busy time 
and on such short notice.
Outreach and Tours
This year we helped organize the Special 
Collections portion of a kind of “scavenger hunt” 
for a newly formed International Student Ori-
entation. Grad student Diana Wagner organized 
an orientation in the library for incoming grad 
students, which included Special Collections. We 
did not participate this year in the annual library 
portion of Freshman Orientation tours because of 
the librarian’s medical leave. Several smaller, ad hoc 
tours were given during the year to visiting alumni, 
faculty, and librarians, many from other institutions, 
including Pratt Institute. A special tour was given 
to students and faculty of the Bookbinding depart-
ment from the North Bennett Street School in 
Boston to view the Geographies: New England Book 
Work exhibition.
We continue to highlight materials from 
our collections, our exhibitions, and special events 
through the Special Collections Blog and online 
Research Guides, both of which attract research-
ers. An historian from Maine spent days looking at 
mid-19th to early 20th century fashion books and 
periodicals for a book she is writing on the history 
of sweaters. The Curator of Decorative Arts from 
the RISD Museum poured through books from the 
Gorham Design Library collection and was able to 
clarify which Hokusai Manga we have in hand. A cu-
rator from the Metropolitan Museum of Art called 
with another reference question about a Gorham 
piece. Sadly, we were not able to help with her 
request, nor could we refer her to the Hay Library 
since their Gorham archives are now in storage. 
We also continue to have questions regarding the 
Dazzle collection. All forms of our presence on the 
Internet continue to be very useful outreach tools 
not only for non-RISD patrons, but also our own 
RISD community. 
Acquisitions and Collections
Selected Additions to Special Collections: 
World Geographic Atlas/ edited and designed by Her-
bert Bayer; The American Monument/ Lee Friedlander; 
Karl Gerstner: review of 5 X 10 years of graphic design/ 
edited by Manfred Kroplien; Gerhard Richter: cata-
logue raisonné/ author and editor Dietmar Elger.
 Additions to the Artist Book collection: Ac-
counting/ Maureen Cummins; ZiPo/ Werner Pfeiffer; 
Cat’s Cradle/ Julie Chen; Light Verse IV & V/ Angela 
Lorenz; Nocturne/ Susan Schwalb; Seasons of Winter/ 
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Hicks), by Agnieszka Taborska HPSS faculty and 
Selena Kimball*, donated by A.Taborska. Gilbert, 
a children’s book by Chick and Mike Fink (LAS 
faculty), donated by M. Fink. Books and printing 
ephemera from Ruth Fine, by way of Jan Howard 
(Curator Prints, Drawings and Photographs). Library 
of the Printed Web, Winter 2014, donated by Ben 
Shaykin* (Graphic Design faculty). * RISD alumni
Adding to her previous donations to the 
library, Selma Ordewer generously gave 280 books 
printed by the Merrymount Press from 1893 to1949 
plus many books about the Press, Daniel Berkeley 
Updike, John Bianchi, and Daniel Berkeley Bianchi. 
In addition she gave numerous ancillary materials 
related to the Merrymount Press, including metal 
printing cuts, tools, prospectuses, type specimen 
sheets, correspondence, bookplates, photographs, 
scrapbooks, and framed prints, making our collec-
tion of resources on American Typography and the 
later years of the Merrymount Press quite rich in 
scope and coverage.
Over 150 volumes belonging to Julian Pea-
body were transferred from the RISD Museum to 
the library’s Special Collections. These books, many 
from the 19th and early 20th century, focus on archi-
tecture and the decorative arts.
Donations of books and materials to the 
Artist Book Collection include: Expurgated, an artist 
book by Christine Kermaire and several books, art-
ists’ books, and exhibition catalogs donated by the 
Special Collections Librarian. Additional new Artist 
Book Process Materials were donated by book 
artist Angela Lorenz for her archive. The library 
received a one-time generous anonymous gift of 
funds for purchasing artists’ books and this donation 
made it possible to add some very important artists’ 
books to the collection.
Staff
Senior Library Assistant Ariel Bordeaux 
completed her sixth year in Special Collections 
and, as always, lent a very important hand in work-
ing with patron research needs, classes, exhibits, 
and appointments. While the librarian was out on 
medical leave at the beginning of the fall semester, 
Ariel handled 11 scheduled classes and was called 
upon to fully manage the daily operations for about 
6 weeks. Her willingness to help in these unusual 
circumstances is much appreciated. 
With a large donated collection of over 
400 miniature books, we needed to find a way to 
organize and provide protective, archival storage 
for these tiny objects. With much research, careful 
16, 2013 – February 21, 2014. Curated by Ariel 
Bordeaux. Poster designed by Ariel Bordeaux. 
• Geographies: New England Book Work. March 3 – 
May 31, 2014. Fine bindings and artists’ books 
made by members of the New England Chap-
ter of the Guild of Book Workers. Curated by 
Laurie Whitehill Chong, with the assistance of 
Stephanie Wolff, Book Conservator at Dart-
mouth College. Poster designed by Ariel Bor-
deaux. Also on view in the library balcony cases, 
19th century decorated bindings.
• RISD Screen Prints: Past & Present. June 13 – 
September 26, 2014. Student made prints and 
posters from RISD Archives. Curated by Laurie 
Whitehill Chong. Poster designed by Ariel Bor-
deaux.
• 24st Annual Library Staff Art Exhibit. June 11 – July 
11, 2014. Curated by Ariel Bordeaux and Susan 
Gifford. Poster designed by Ariel Bordeaux with 
an illustration by Anne Bulin.
On loan from the RISD library collections: 7 
titles from Special Collections by the French biblio-
phile and author, Octave Uzanne to the Providence 
Athenaeum for their Salon “Octave Uzanne: La 
Mode & La Femme in Fin-de-Siècle Paris,” with guest 
speaker Valerie Steele, February 28, 2014. Bologna 
Sample, an artist book by Angela Lorenz to Texas 
Woman’s University to be photographed for an 
exhibition catalog, with the permission of the artist, 
April 2014.
Donations
Donations of books and materials to Spe-
cial Collections include: Live Oak, with Moss, a livre 
d’artiste by Rutherford Witthus donated by Judy 
Samelson. A poster depicting the original “Borg 
Warner Trophy” designed by Gorham, from Sam 
Hough. The Crooked Tree Prints, exhibition catalog 
by Ladislav Hanka. The Beauty of Experiment: Shadow 
Tissues at Turnbull & Stockdale and The Rediscovery 
of Shadow Tissues, donated by Philip A. Sykas. 32 
original posters donated by Tom Wedell and Nancy 
Skolos (both Graphic Design faculty), designed 
by them between the years 1981-2013. This Is An 
Emergency: A Reproductive Rights and Gender Justice 
Portfolio, consisting of hand printed broadsides, 
curated by Meredith Stern and donated by her. 
Genghis Chan: Private Eye, a livre d’artiste by John 
Yau, etchings by Ed Paschke, donated by Jack Perry 
Brown of the Art Institute of Chicago. El Primer 
Nueva Corónica y Buen Gobierno, in 3 volumes, do-
nated by HPSS faculty Ned Dwyer. Niedokonczone 
Zycie Phoebe Hicks (The Unfinished Life of Phoebe 
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England Chapter of the Guild of Book Workers. 
This exhibition, Geographies: New England Book 
Work, started with its first venue at the RISD Li-
brary in March 2014 and will travel to all six New 
England states through September 2015. Laurie’s 
artist book, Snow Bound In September, is included 
among those books. Her book was also exhibited 
in the College Book Art Association’s “Members’ 
Exhibition” at the Marriott Library, University 
of Utah and in “Binding Desire: unfolding artists 
books,” an exhibition at the Maltz Gallery at Otis 
College of Art and Design, Los Angeles.
Serving as Library Liaison to the Graph-
ic Design, Illustration, and Textiles departments, 
Laurie communicated with faculty regarding new 
resources, events, databases, and services. She 
was invited to participate in several class crits for 
Foundation Studies and a crit for a Wintersession 
bookmaking course taught by a grad student in 
Printmaking. She also gave a reading of her artist 
book Snow Bound In September, along with a pre-
sentation of her iMovie detailing the making of this 
book, for the Library Committee. Laurie partici-
pated in planning for the Library’s contribution to 
the “Reading Across Rhode Island” program, which 
featured the book, Mr. Penumbra’s Twenty-four Hour 
Book Store. She also helped to coordinate events 
in Special Collections related to the “Watts Histo-
ry and Culture of the Book Program,” with guest 
speaker Willa Silverman.
Laurie attended a presentation given by 
book artist Angela Lorenz at the library of the 
School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. She 
attended the annual conference of the College Book 
Art Association held at the University of Utah in Salt 
Lake City in January; the spring meeting of the New 
England Chapter of the Art Libraries Society held 
at the North Bennett Street School in Boston; and 
the Annual Conference of the Art Libraries Society/ 
North America in Washington, DC. She assisted with 
printing in a workshop sponsored by the Bartlett 
Society held at the AS220 Print Shop, where an im-
age from an old print in an 18th century Providence 
newspaper was digitally re-carved on the CNC 
Router and then re-printed on the Letterpress. 
After nearly 25 years in the library, it would 
be impossible to close this chapter without offering 
heartfelt thanks to all who have helped to make my 
career at RISD so fulfilling in every way. To Carol 
Terry, Library Director and extraordinary mentor, 
who has taught so much, supported me, and encour-
aged me to do what I love most; to all the librarians 
who have worked with me through all the chal-
measuring, and planning, Ariel devised a way to 
employ a manufactured multi-sized archival storage 
box system for the collection. She also created a 
pictorial index for each box so that the books are 
now in a condition to be studied more fully by 
patrons.
Ariel helped with all the exhibitions again 
this year, creating wonderful posters for each one. 
For the summer she curated a small exhibit called 
Creature Mash-Ups, featuring imagery of hybrid be-
ings found in a range of resources, from illuminated 
manuscripts to contemporary illustrations. For our 
winter exhibit, she curated a highly popular show of 
Zines from our collection and from her research and 
has become our resident “expert” on the subject. 
Book artist Marshall Weber of the organization 
“Booklyn,” asked for copies of her Zine poster 
to send to some of the artists depicted in it. She 
and Reference Librarian Ellen Petraits planned and 
organized a delightful Zine Reading event in the main 
library January 23rd. Ariel and Susan Gifford once 
again curated the 24th Annual Library Staff Art Exhibit 
and their creative arrangement of such diverse art 
pieces was a work of art in itself.
Ariel has been contributing some fascinating 
posts to our Special Collections Blog, highlighting 
unusual items each month, with specific information 
and context that she has researched. Ariel taught 
two Continuing Education courses on her own time 
on the subject of comics and personal narratives. 
She was invited to participate in one of the “Office 
Hours” segments of the RISD Museum’s Locally Made 
show where she talked informally about her work as 
a comic artist. Ariel participated in a group exhibition 
Beasts of Burden in Allston, MA with her series of 
amusing paintings on the theme of “gluttony.”
For Special Collections Librarian, Laurie 
Whitehill Chong, the year was punctuated by two 
major events – an unexpected, but thankfully brief, 
medical leave at the beginning of the fall semester, 
and her decision to retire at the end of the academ-
ic year. In between, the year was filled with class 
visits, exhibitions, individual student consultations, 
conferences, and meetings.
At the beginning of the school year, Laurie 
was preparing to give a presentation on Artists’ 
Books As Interdisciplinary Teaching Tools at the Univer-
sity of Southern Maine in Portland. Unfortunately, 
due to her medical leave, this lecture had to be 
cancelled. She was involved with Book Conser-
vator Stephanie Wolff, from Dartmouth College, 
in planning the details of a traveling exhibition of 
handmade books made by members of the New 
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lenges of navigating ever-changing library resources, 
electronic systems, and teaching methods; to all the 
unsung library staff who have tirelessly worked to 
keep everything running smoothly, anticipating needs 
and helping out in a pinch; to all the faculty who 
believed in the power and significance of the printed 
word and who shared their passion for teaching and 
working with students; to the RISD community with 
its limitless creative energy and inspiring resources 
… Thank you.
Special Collections will continue to serve 
the RISD community for years to come, of that I am 
certain. The power of printed books in a creative 
environment like ours will never lose its value for 
artists and designers. Going forward, I am confident 
this collection will be in good hands with Readers’ 
Services Librarian, Claudia Covert serving as Interim 
Special Collections Librarian.
Laurie Whitehill Chong
Special Collections Librarian, Curator of Artists’ 
Books       
 
June 2014
page from Laurie’s book Snow Bound in September
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Records Accessioned
The Archives accessioned 48 groups of 
records totaling approximately 61 linear feet (76 
cubic feet) of material, some of it is digital and 
stored on disc. Noteworthy accessions include: 
files for former President John Maeda; class work 
and degree projects for Architecture, Film, Anima-
tion, Video, Photography, and Printmaking; cura-
torial files from the Museum’s Asian Art and the 
Museum Education departments; digital images 
from RISD’s Media department; sponsored studio 
records; committee records related to various 
digital technology and media committees and task 
forces; administrative files from the Alumni Office; 
papers of former Adjunct Professor Szymon Bojko; 
documentation of former faculty member Richard 
Merkin and materials from his memorial celebra-
tion; teaching and research material from Architec-
ture Professor Jim Barnes; departmental records 
from Apparel Design; Board of Trustees records 
and self-studies from Furniture, Graphic Design, 
and Illustration. 
Donors of materials to the Archives this 
past year include William Meinke (professional re-
cords of Luigi Bianco) and Paula Martesian (personal 
papers of Gordon Peers).
Collections Processing
Douglas Doe, Associate Archivist, pro-
cessed 54 linear ft. of records this past year. The 
bulk of the collections are from the Museum. With 
the assistance of volunteer Rachael Juskov, Doug 
processed using the principles developed by the 
Philadelphia Area Consortium of Special Collec-
tions Libraries (PACSCL). This system surveys 
collections and records the minimum information 
required by DACS. A new FileMaker Pro database 
has been set up and will be adapted to EAD. Fifteen 
Museum records series have been processed using 
this method.
The Archives acquired an 8 terabyte server 
that will be used to store RISD’s digital records of 
long-term and permanent value. The server will be 
up and running this August and a major project for 
the coming year will be to appraise and transfer 
digital files that currently reside on portable storage 
media such as discs and portable drives to the new 
server.
The Archives hosted two MLS graduate 
students from Simmons College: Paul Caserta and 
Renee Neely. Paul worked on scanning photos of 
academic departments and put together materials 
documenting Apparel Design’s Collection shows 
Archives
Research and Use of the Collections
The Archives staff answered 281 reference 
requests during the year, representing 344.75 hours 
of research time using the collections. Familiar 
topics included: many requests for images from the 
landmark Andy Warhol exhibition of 1969-70, Raid 
the Icebox I; information on the Museum’s collections 
and past exhibitions; material and information for 
the Campus Master plan group; architectural plans 
for numerous RISD buildings; information on former 
students to supplement Registrar records, including 
course descriptions for alumni seeking professional 
credentials; the origins and evolution of past poli-
cies; past academic program collaborations between 
Brown University and RISD dating back to 1901; 
images and information for presentations to retiring 
and leaving faculty and administrators; and informa-
tion on how past presidential searches have been 
conducted.
The Archives hosted at least 184 on-site 
researchers and 11 classes from several depart-
ments: the History of Art + Visual Culture; Illus-
tration; Photography; Printmaking; and Teaching + 
Learning in Art + Design. The Archives staff assisted 
students from RISD as well as from other institu-
tions interested in the methods and principles of 
archives and provided resources to a student who 
chose to document the Archives for her documen-
tary photography class project. We also hosted 
several scholars engaged in long-term research 
projects for publications. Subjects included former 
RISD President Lee Hall, former Museum Director 
Alexander Dorner, former Vice-President Royal 
Bailey Farnum; past efforts for Interdisciplinary 
courses at RISD, and Edna Lawrence and the Na-
ture Lab. The Archives staff also assisted individuals 
who were involved in a local exhibition on RISD 
alumna Nancy Elizabeth Prophet, a noted African 
American sculptor.
What follows is a statistical break down of 
the different user types who used the collections 
remotely and in person:
           Reference Requests Registered Researchers
College Admin + Staff 118 (42%)   44 (23%)
Museum Staff    33 (11%)      6 (01%)
Faculty     30 (07%)    20 (10%)
Students     17 (06%)    99 (53%)
Alumni      3 (02%)      5 (01%)
Non-RISD   80 (28%)    23 (11%)
Brown      2 (01%)     2 (01%)
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for the Archives web site. Renee organized records 
related to the RISD Cabaret, which were part of 
Wintersession during the 1980s and 1990s, and 
gathered material and research for a web page. She 
also created preservation guidelines for 60-year-old 
film footage of former faculty member John How-
ard Benson that was created by filmmaker Robert 
Flaherty. Paul and Renee’s research will be added to 
the Archives website this summer.
Additional Activities
Doug has been reviewing and testing two 
open source Content Management Systems de-
signed by and for the archival community: ArchivesS-
pace, a US initiative and ICA-AtoM, (International 
Council on Archives - Access to Memory). A CMS 
would replace our FileMaker Pro databases and 
provide a platform to publish our EAD and EAC 
records. Dumbarton Oaks launched their ICA-At-
oM site this year. Doug also created a LibGuide for 
the RISD buildings architectural drawings listing all 
drawings for each building, plus historical informa-
tion for each building acquisition.
An oral history and documentary of Foun-
dation Studies faculty member Victor Lara has been 
commissioned from his daughter, filmmaker Celia 
Lara, which was filmed this past year for completion 
this fall. Posters from the Archives collections were 
displayed in the Library’s exhibit cases this summer, 
a byproduct of a presentation done for one of Susan 
Doyle’s Illustration classes. 
Archivist Andrew Martinez researched 
the history of Freshman Foundation and delivered 
presentations to a Foundation faculty group involved 
in planning for the division’s future, and delivered a 
similar presentation to the Division’s entire faculty. 
Andy once again gave his historic/architectural tour 
of the RISD campus for RISD by Design parents/
alumni weekend. It has proven to be so popular that 
he presented it for RISD’s Staff Council and also the 
Media Department and participated in an infor-
mation gathering tour for the Providence Visitors 
and Convention Bureau. He also presented historic 
material to the Museum’s volunteers group and gave 
two tours of the Fleet Library for outside groups 
interested in library architecture. 
Andy contributed a history of the exhibition 
Raid the Icebox I with Andy Warhol to the Museum’s 
web page (Notes/Time Lapse) and wrote a piece on 
student pageants and costume parties for the third 
issue of Manual, the Museum’s journal. Andy was 
part of a faculty search committee for the Photog-
raphy department and served on the Instruction 
Committee and Academic Policies Subcommittee. 
He attended the “Material Encounters in the Ar-
chive” symposium at Brown and Mass Art’s 140th 
Anniversary lecture. He also served as the Rhode 
Island membership representative for the Society of 
American Archivists. 
Douglas Doe attended the two New En-
gland Archivist NEA meetings: Fall - Amherst, MA; 
Spring – Portsmouth. He also attended an NHSAA 
workshop: Preserving Digital Archives - Salve Regina, 
part of SAA’s Digital Archives Specialist curriculum. 
Nine workshops are required for certification. Doug 
continued to serve as RISD Staff Council’s Vice-
Chair and was a member of the Council’s Public 
Safety Task Force
Andrew Martinez, Archivist
August 2014
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Readers’ Services
 
LibGuides
 As of July 2013 the Library upgraded 
from LibGuides to LibGuides CMS. This enables 
the Library staff to create online forms, the abil-
ity to create groups with different looks within 
LibGuides, e-reserves, and the ability to manage 
websites. In July, the Library staff met to discuss the 
upgrade to CMS and create an action plan for im-
plementation. Four working groups were created: 
Group Management, E-Reserves, Survey/Form Tool, 
Using CMS as the Library Website. Each group 
developed goals. 
 During July and August, Gail Geisser, Mark 
Sweeney, John Gambino, and Claudia Covert 
worked as a group on implementing e-reserves. 
E-Reserves is a list of everything on reserve, both 
physical and digital. Digital content includes links to 
articles in databases the Library has subscriptions 
to (ebooks and articles) and pdf scans made by 
staff. A Google doc of information on E-Reserves 
and how to create records, links, and scans was 
created. Standards such as size and type of file 
were decided. The Foundations Summer Reading 
Program was the first to use e-reserves. By Octo-
ber, 72 classes had 599 items in e-reserves. These 
items had been viewed 7,084 times. For com-
parison, Fall 2011 the Library had 657 items on 
physical reserve for 69 classes and they had been 
checked out 1,246 times. Year-end statistics were 
10,776 item views and 5,751 course page views. 
From past Reserves statistics typically there are 
more items on reserve in the fall than any other 
semester. E-Reserves has also provided an oppor-
tunity for Librarians to work with Faculty to help 
them select and use already existing Library digital 
content for their classes.  
 There was one LibGuiders’ meeting in Au-
gust this year. In November, Springshare announced 
LibGuides will be migrating to LibGuides Version 2. 
There have been two webinars offered by Libguides 
about Version 2 and three webinars for helping 
libraries migrate. Library staff participated in all of 
them. The Library’s migration will probably happen 
later this summer. 
 The guides were viewed 57,763 times this 
year during 36,356 sessions. The LibGuides home-
page was viewed 5,264 times and a total of 12 new 
guides were created.    
Implementation of Visitor Policy
 Due to some complaints, the Staff reviewed 
the Library’s Visitor Policy and with the support of 
the Library Committee enacted a stricter Visitor 
Policy. People that are not affiliated with RISD or 
Brown or the Athenaeum need to discuss their 
research needs with a Librarian and make an ap-
pointment to gain entry to the Library. There have 
been a few bumps but overall it has been a nice way 
to get to know many of the Library’s independent 
researchers. 
Orientation
 425 students toured the Library as part of 
Orientation in September. Ellen Petraits organized 
the event and Mark Pompelia, John Gambino, and 
Stephen McCaughey assisted. Two of the Reference 
Assistants, Joanne Ahn and Drew Healy, were on 
hand to help.
 
Student Workers
 This year the Readers’ Services Department 
employed 109 student workers. To recognize these 
students as well as all of the students who work in 
the Library, the Library Staff held the 2nd Annual 
Student Worker Event. An evening in October was 
spent eating pizza and other delicious treats the Li-
brary staff contributed and getting to know the stu-
dent workers better. The day was not a particularly 
good day for students due to classes and studios, 
therefore, the date will be set much earlier next fall.
Fleet SEARCH and eBooks
 The Library’s Ebsco Discovery Services 
was rebranded as Fleet SEARCH. Ellen Petraits 
worked on customizing the interface as well as 
creating a User Guide: http://risd.libguides.com/
fleetsearch. Ellen gave a presentation about Fleet 
SEARCH at the October Faculty meeting. She 
has continued to work with EBSCO to fix glitch-
es in the system. Mark Pompelia and Ellen have 
worked together reviewing how image databases 
are searched by Fleet SEARCH. This effort led to 
image searches being removed from Fleet SEARCH 
due to the lack of faceting for images. Stephen 
McCaughey and Ellen worked on implementing EB-
SCO’s A to Z. Stephen had EBSCO training for A-Z 
and was able to update 1,700 serial records. As a 
result of more training, Stephen became an admin 
for A-Z. While working with A-Z and EBSCO, he 
identified 183 titles not in A-Z, 36 titles without 
“RISD print holdings” links, 51 duplicate titles, and 
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five incorrect dates. After a second training session, 
he was able to add 36 “RISD print holdings” links, 
reduce the duplicate titles, and correct five dates in 
A-Z on his own. 
Ellen presented eBooks to the Liberal Arts 
Faculty in October and created an eBooks User 
Guide. Robert Garzillo, Technical Service Librari-
an, and Ellen are working on having eBooks in the 
online catalog. 
 
Athenaeum Event
 Once again Mark Pompelia and Claudia 
Covert had a delightful evening with the Athenaeum 
members. In March, Athenaeum members enjoyed 
refreshments while learning about the Library and 
the services their membership provides. Later they 
were taken on tours of the Library.
RISDbucks
 In the past, the Library has been able 
to accept only cash or check for fines and book 
replacements. In May, the Library was able to start 
accepting RISDbucks as payment. RISDbucks is a 
new program that allows RISD students to use their 
IDs as debit cards. Students have already been using 
this system for dining, the RISD store, laundry, and 
printing.
Summer Hours
 This summer the Library was open Sundays 
12-6pm when classes were in session. Jessica Lom-
bardi, a recent graduate of Rhode Island College 
who had worked in RIC’s Library as an undergrad-
uate was hired to staff these hours. In order to 
find out how the Library is being used during the 
summer hours a qualitative observational study 
has been put into action. The data gathered will 
be used to help determine future summer Library 
hours. 
 
Circulation
 Most Circulation numbers dropped this 
year. Circulation last year 2011/2012 was 66,580 
and this year it was 58,037. In-house use decresed 
slightly from 38,611 to 35,326. Self Check Out went 
down from 3,276 to 2,565. Scanning on the KIC 
face up scanner was significantly up from 101,981 to 
134,758. In interlibrary loan, RISD loaned out 557 
items up from 458 items last year. Borrowing also 
crept up from 247 items to 253. The gate counts 
stayed about the same this year: 182,306 compared 
to last year’s 185,833.
Inventory was finished in October (95,000 
volumes). In December the Circulation Depart-
ment met to discuss streamlining their borrowing 
policy. Now all media (DVDs, Audio CDs, and CDs) 
are treated the same. They can be checked out for 
a week with one renewal. The sound effects CDs 
were moved from behind the Circulation Desk to 
the beginning of the DVD section with the Audio 
CDs. Hopefully they will be used more. All the CDs 
were checked and if they didn’t work were given 
to the Visual Resources Librarian for evaluation. 
John Gambino and Jessica Lombardi inventoried 
the ACME Video collections when it arrived. In June 
shifting and moving 4,000 volumes to storage began. 
 Reference & Instruction
 Working with the Academic Commons 
Davis Faculty Fellows Ellen created several guides 
including: Create a Research Plan: http://risd.lib-
guides.com/researchplan and Art & Design Research 
Ethics: http://risd.libguides.com/researchethics. Ellen 
attended their meetings and created a reserve list 
for them.
 Claudia, Ellen, and Ellie taught 17 Art His-
tory 102 library classes during the Spring semester. 
There were three ways to teach the classes. All 
methods incorporated Fleet SEARCH and had the 
goals of familiarizing the students with the Library’s 
resources as well as preparing them for their re-
search paper. Track A was the way classes had been 
taught previous years with the group assignment. 
Track B was an individual assignment done in one 
class period. Track C was a combo of the Track 
A and B. The Track C class was split up into short 
segments over 2 to 3 class periods, students viewed 
tutorials on their own, had class discussions, and 
turned in an individual assignment. 
 The Reference Collection is being reviewed 
this summer in order to make room for the ACME 
Video collection. A report was run on what items 
have not been used in the past four years. Every-
thing that had zero uses was considered: should the 
item stay in reference?, would it get more use in the 
circulating collection?, is this online?, does it need to 
be updated? Via a mail merge, the zero uses report 
was made into bookmarks and Reference Assis-
tants placed this bookmarks into the books, so the 
Library staff could review them and place comments 
on the bookmark. 
 A total of 85 classes were taught reaching 
2012 students up from 75 classes last year. Of these 
16 were graduate level classes and 60 were under-
graduate. Most classes were taught in Sept (19) and 
13
March (18). Mondays (26) are the most popular day 
for classes followed by Tuesdays (20), Wednesdays 
(18), and Fridays (12). The most popular time of 
day for classes is 11am (16), then 1pm (16). Claudia 
taught 41 classes, Ellen taught 36, and Ellie taught 
8. Classes came from the following departments: 
Apparel Design, CE, Foundation Studies, Furniture 
Design, Glass, Graphic Design, History of Art + 
Visual Culture, History, Philosophy + Social Sciences, 
Illustration, Industrial Design, Interior Architecture, 
Jewelry + Metalsmithing, Landscape Architecture, 
Literary Arts + Studies, Painting, Teaching + Learning 
in Art + Design, and Textiles. 
 A total of 2,395 questions were asked this 
year (1,237 directional, 531 research, 608 technical). 
This is down from last year’s total of 2,645 but still 
up from previous two years when a Google form 
was used to track questions. This is the second year 
Gimlet has been used for tracking questions. The 
most popular time for asking questions is around 
noon (261). 1pm (254) and 2pm (255) follow close 
behind. The least questions asked time period 
when the Library is open is 10pm (22). The most 
questions are asked in September and April. RISD 
students ask the most questions (74%), followed by 
RISD Curator/Faculty/Staff (12.9%), then Indepen-
dent Researcher (4.6%). 
 There were a total of 57 appointments: 
Graduate (37), Undergraduate (14), and Faculty (6). 
 The Library conference rooms (2) and class-
rooms (2) were reserved 1,668 times this year up 
from 1,489 the year before. This is the second year 
LibCal has been used for room reservations. 
      
Staff Activities/Professional Develop-
ment
Marc Calhoun, Senior Technical Assistant, Cata-
loging 
 See Technical Services Report.
Claudia Covert, Readers’ Services Librarian
 Claudia traveled to Iowa to look at Roy 
Behrens’ camouflage archive. She chaired ACRL 
Arts Publications and Research Committee, over-
seeing the creation of two ArtsGuides and led two 
Arts Discussion Forums (online and in Las Vegas). 
She also helped moderate the ACRL Arts ARLIS/
NA joint webinar in February. She gave a talk on 
the history of camouflage at Salve Regina Univer-
sity in February that led to the visit of a class from 
the Naval War College for an encore presentation 
and viewing of the camouflage plans. In April, Clau-
dia attended a lecture at the Athenaeum for a talk 
with Suzanne Cane author of “Yellowstone, Land of 
Wonders”. Claudia helped research the prints for 
the book. After 10 years as the Readers’ Services 
Librarian, Claudia is embarking on a new journey as 
the Special Collections Librarian. 
John Gambino, Senior Library Assistant, Circula-
tion + Reserves
 John researched e-reserves systems and 
copyright. John learned the new e-reserves soft-
ware and began using it in place of Millennium to 
process E-Reserves as well as physical reserves. 
He trained & retrained several Circulation work-
study students and continued assisting Gail with 
ILL requests. John also helped pack up the ACME 
Video collection that was purchased and has since 
been sorting through boxes of DVDS creating a 
list of inventory, currently in the 1000s. John has 
continued his second bachelor’s degree in nursing 
at Rhode Island College. 
Gail Geisser, Circulation Manager
 In September 2013, Gail celebrated her 30th 
year at RISD. During this year, she attended both 
a LibGuides webinar and a WorldShare Webinar. 
OCLC FirstSearch, for resource sharing, migrated 
to OCLC WorldShare in March. Gail began using 
WorldShare in early December and taught Mark 
Sweeney how to use the new system. Gail again 
participated in the RISD Recognizes event in Sep-
tember, and received a “Make Your Mark” award. 
Gail volunteered for the MLK event in the Library 
as well as the Library’s annual book sale in Octo-
ber. This year, Gail again chaired the ASIG (Access 
Services Interest Group) of ACRL-NEC and hosted 
their annual conference in February at the College 
of the Holy Cross. Gail will continue as co-chair for 
the upcoming year. Gail attended two RISD Learns 
and the Innovative Users Group annual conference 
in Detroit this May. She also recorded minutes for 
the Library committee.
Jessica Lombardi, Sunday Library Staff
 Jessica joined the Library Staff as a Circu-
lation Assistant for the summer on Sundays and 
Mondays. She is a recent graduate of Rhode Island 
College with a major in Art History and minor in 
Studio Art. Jessica has three years of experience at 
the circulation desk at RIC, and also worked in their 
Digital Initiatives area helping with Digital Commons 
projects. 
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Elinor Nacheman, Catalog/Reference Librarian 
 See Technical Services Report.
Stephen McCaughey, Senior Library Assistant, 
Circulation + Serials
 Stephen assisted in the inventory of RISD 
Main. He attended a RISD Learns class, “Delivering 
World Class Service”. Stephen volunteered for 
Artists’ Ball again. Also, he volunteered for the Am-
bassador Program for new personnel. He contacted 
his first new hire in December. Stephen participated 
in the RISD and Library Staff Shows by submitting 
one of his photos. Stephen supervised a MLK event 
in the Library. In the month of January, he worked 
on a snow day and received a “Make Your Mark” 
award for his willingness to open the Library during 
a snow day. Working on the RISD periodical storage 
project, Stephen has moved 588 bound periodicals 
and 150 unbound periodicals from the Open Stacks 
to Storage. During Gail’s medical leave, Stephen will 
be processing and sending out overdue notices and 
monitoring overdues for Gail to bill later. 
Ellen Petraits, Research & Instruction Librarian 
 Ellen attended the ARLIS/NE meeting at 
UMass Dartmouth in October and the HELIN 
conference on January 15, 2014 at Bryant University. 
In May 2014 she attended the Art Libraries Society 
of North America annual conference in Washington, 
D.C. She is participating in a yearlong mentoring 
program to mentor a mid-career librarian. Ellen 
contributed to the AICAD Libraries MOOC on 
Information Literacy for Art & Design Students 
supported by the Canvas platform. She developed a 
module on concept mapping and offered feedback 
via chat with the enrolled students. 620 students 
enrolled in the 5-week course. In June 2014 Ellen 
was Artist-in-Residence at the Outer Cape Art 
Residency program where she created a series of 
drawings entitled, On the Transparency of the Sea. 
The drawings will be exhibited in September 2015. 
The Provost granted one week’s professional leave 
toward the residency.
Mark Sweeney, Senior Library Assistant, Circula-
tion + Stacks
 Among Mark’s accomplishments this year 
was the completion of testing of the 35mm films in 
the Library’s collection. While Circulation Manager 
Gail was out on medical leave, Mark began assum-
ing interlibrary loan duties, as well as cash drawer 
management. Over the course of this academic year, 
Mark hired & trained 11 new Book Shelvers. He 
worked one Library event: the Charlayne Hunt-
er-Gault talk & book signing. He served a second 
consecutive year on the RISD Holiday Gathering 
Planning Committee, and participated in the Annual 
Library Staff Art Show. Mark received a RISD Rec-
ognizes ‘Make Your Mark’ Award for his efforts for 
the RISD Library Booksale, and was nominated for 
a RISD Recognizes Excellence Award in the catego-
ry of Efficiency/Innovation for the way in which he 
dealt with a flooding situation that threatened the 
Library’s Archives and Storage holdings in the base-
ment. Mark attended three Continuing Education 
classes this year: Understanding Digital Photography, 
HTML: The Language of the Web, and Advanced 
Photoshop: The Digital Darkroom.
Claudia Covert
Readers’ Services Librarian
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Technical Services
 This past year ended with major personnel 
changes in the Technical Services department. Elinor 
Nacheman announced her retirement effective the 
end of June 2014. Ellie served the library for the 
past 35 years as cataloger and catalog/reference 
librarian. Marc Calhoun, Senior Library Assistant, 
Cataloging was appointed to a three-year contract 
to replace Ellie as Catalog/Reference Librarian. A 
job search is underway to find a replacement for 
Marc’s previous position. More on Ellie and Marc’s 
contributions during the past year will follow in this 
report.
During the past summer and just prior 
to the 2013-14 academic year, Technical Services 
Librarian Robert Garzillo led the library in updating 
the catalog screens and bibliographic record dis-
plays. Working with Innovative, the library’s catalog 
vendor, information on the catalog screens was 
streamlined with record fields placed in different 
orders and with additional links added for improved 
navigation through the various catalog screens and 
library services. The general catalog displays had not 
changed in several years so the improvements were 
welcome and well received.   
Acquisition numbers for purchased books 
and media were down slightly, with approximately 
325 fewer books and 100 fewer DVDs purchased. 
Gifts received and retained and replacements 
each saw increases. Cataloging numbers for the 
year were remarkably similar to the previous year, 
with the number of gifts retained making up for 
the decline in purchases. Notable gifts received 
during the past year included Jane Langmuir’s, 
wife of Paul Langmuir, RISD Alumnus and former 
part-time Illustration faculty member, gift of 1,100 
books, 280 periodicals and 179 posters that focus 
on graphic design, illustration and popular cul-
ture. Another faculty member, Jan Baker, donated 
384 artists’ books created by RISD students in 
her Graphic Design department classes. Both of 
these gifts have yet to be cataloged. Selma Or-
dewer gifted the library more of her collection of 
publications by, or pertaining to, Daniel Berkeley 
Updike’s Merrymount Press. These materials were 
cataloged into the special collections. The RISD 
Apparel Department transferred 90 books and 37 
DVDs to the library and the RISD Museum sent 
the library 755 books and exhibition catalogs of 
which 325 were retained and cataloged into the 
collection. Alumnus Tim Finn continues his gen-
erous support of the library’s graphic novel and 
comic book anthology collection with another 75 
volumes received. 
Robert worked with Rachel Atlas, Nature 
Lab Curatorial Coordinator, who supplied lists of 
the Nature Lab’s book collection to facilitate adding 
bibliographic records into the library’s catalog. A 
total of 785 titles from their excellent collection 
of field guides, natural history, and natural history 
illustration books were added. Robert continues to 
catalog books for the RISD Museum of Art’s Prints, 
Drawings and Photographs department: 84 titles 
were added to the library catalog and their research 
collection. 
In January, Robert began working with 
EBSCO to have our catalog holdings added to the 
EBSCO Discovery Service (EDS) database on a 
monthly basis. Robert represented RISD at a series 
of meetings to promote the concept and select a 
vendor to create a “one-catalog” statewide-shared 
OPAC. Innovative was selected as the vendor and a 
project to merge the HELIN and Ocean State public 
library consortium catalogs is underway, with other 
smaller institutions such as RISD and the Providence 
Athenaeum eventually will be included.
Robert serves as the subject liaison to the 
Glass, Jewelry, and Printmaking departments. He 
serves as the library liaison to the RISD OIT de-
partment, OCLC and Innovative (III); he installed 
the current III software release during the past year. 
Robert continues to serve as treasurer of the RISD 
Faculty Association. 
Robert attended the Innovative User’s 
Group annual conference held in Detroit, Michigan; 
the annual HELIN conference at Bryant University; 
the annual New England Library Association Techni-
cal Services Librarian conference held at the College 
of the Holy Cross; and the John Russell Bartlett 
Society’s trip to the Isabella Stewart Museum in 
Boston. He exhibited work in the annual library staff 
exhibition.
Elinor Nacheman cataloged 157 RISD grad-
uate theses, the bulk of the 400 plus DVDs added to 
the collection, and purchased and gift monographs. 
Ellie served on the Faculty Nominating Committee 
and continued as liaison to Ceramics, Furniture De-
sign and HPSS. She was news editor for the ARLIS/
NA Art and Design School Division. Ellie attended 
the fall ARLIS/NE meeting at UMass Dartmouth 
that focused on the campus architecture of Paul 
Rudolph; the annual HELIN conference; the spring 
ARLIS/NE meeting in Boston that included a tour 
of the North Bennet Street School; and the annual 
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ARLIS/NA meeting in Washington, D.C. Ellie will be 
greatly missed. 
Marc Calhoun, Senior Library Cataloging As-
sistant, completed cataloging two large gifts received 
in previous years, books from the Estate of Steven 
Lerner and the decorative arts book collection of 
Joseph and Ann Ott. Marc continued his work of 
cataloging VHS titles converted to DVD format. In 
July Marc begins his new post as Catalog/Reference 
librarian. Marc’s responsibilities will include catalog-
ing theses and media, bibliographic instruction, main-
taining and adding EBSCO databases and records, 
and serving as liaison to the Foundation Studies, 
History, Philosophy, and Social Science (HPSS) and 
Sculpture departments.
Susan Gifford, Library Cataloging Assis-
tant, received two RISD Recognizes awards and a 
quarterly certificate award from the RISD Human 
Resources department during the past year. She 
participated in the Academic Commons meetings 
held on campus and attended two RI Higher Edu-
cation Training Consortium courses held at Brown 
University that focused on personality types and 
communication. She also co-curated, installed, and 
participated in the annual RISD library staff art 
exhibition.
Elaine Robinson, Senior Library Acquisitions 
Assistant, worked with Mark Sweeny, library circula-
tion assistant, to improve the pricing and boxing of 
books, DVDs, etc. for the library book sales. Elaine 
volunteers as a cataloger and archivist at the Old 
Colony Historical Society library in Taunton, Massa-
chusetts and in a similar capacity at Smith’s Castle 
and Cocumscussoc Association in North Kingstown 
where she also serves as a Trustee. 
Robert Garzillo                                                                                                                                         
                   
Technical Services Librarian
August 2014
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Visual Resources
The academic year covering 2013-2014 
for the collections in the visual resources depart-
ment of the library has been a period of continued 
accomplishment with some notable achievements, as 
well as with some altered trajectories.
Among the noteworthy accomplishments and 
initiatives:
•	 Increased staff position devoted to the Archive 
of Graphic Design and Illustration and the Mate-
rial Resource Center
•	 Purchase and installation of nine rolling racks 
that dramatically increased the storage capacity 
for the materials collection
•	 Extension of IMLS grant and approval to use 
remaining funds for development of materials 
database
•	 Focused and sophisticated growth in the Materi-
al Resource Center collection 
•	 MRC site of over one hundred discrete space 
reservations (classes and campus- and li-
brary-related events) 
•	 Creation of test collections within ARTstor’s 
Shared Shelf platform 
•	 Trial period examinations of two different aca-
demic video streaming platforms
•	 Acquisition of 5,800 DVDs and videotapes from 
neighborhood independent video store, nearly 
doubling the size of the video collection
Video Collection
The DVD Collection saw an addition of 
384 titles this year with 487 discs (due to multi-disc 
sets), down from 695 titles the previous year. Of 
those, 123 were requested by faculty. Replacements 
due to loss or damage totaled 39.
The library received DVDs purchased and 
screened by the RISD Museum and Office of Stu-
dent Life.
Collection development continued mainly 
in the areas of independent cinema, cult classics, and 
documentaries, with titles focused on ethnic, cul-
tural, and racial minorities, gender, science, history, 
globalization, and the environment including nature 
and food ecologies.
The regular replacement of VHS videotape 
holdings was largely put on hold due to the progress 
of the previous year: the list of affordable-cost re-
placements was exhausted and in-house digitization 
hit a ceiling in terms of storage capacity reaching a 
one-terabyte limit. Only 31 VHS tapes were digi-
tized, down from 295 the previous year. A doubling 
of storage in the coming year will allow this activity 
to resume and conclude as the holdings that are 
eligible for this type of transfer are finite.
The library conducted trial periods with 
two streaming video service providers and will sign 
a license with one of them for the coming academic 
year. This is an exciting development both in terms 
of meeting faculty needs in a more immediate 
fashion. Equally important: some of the areas of the 
streaming collections that will become available to 
faculty are beyond the general collecting scope of 
the library and these quantities are potentially vast.
Late this academic year, the library became 
aware of the closing of a beloved independent video 
store in the College Hill neighborhood. Partner-
ing with stakeholder faculty, the library identified 
sections of the store that supplemented the library’s 
holdings for their teaching. Pooling funds from the 
Office of Academic Affairs, the Division of Liberal 
Arts, the Department of Film, Animation, and Video, 
and the Fleet Library, the acquisition of 4,400 DVDs 
and 1,400 VHS tapes (primarily in the areas of 
independent cinema, documentary, world cinema, 
animation, and film noir—most of which are out of 
print and unavailable as streaming) nearly doubles 
the existing video collection in the Fleet Library. An 
item-level inventory is being performed in summer 
2014 and items will be added to the catalog when 
staff and supplies allow over the coming years.
Graphic Design and Illustration Archive
Development of the Graphic Design and 
Illustration Archive began in earnest this past year 
with the commitment of .25FTE of the expanded 
position of Picture Collection Supervisor Alecia 
Underhill to also manage this collection. A database 
was created in Filemaker to inventory and catalog 
997 posters from that collection and 755 other 
gift-related items. Alecia also worked with RISD 
Graphic Design Critic Doug Scott to identify some 
of the most important items in the Dick Jones Ar-
chive. New storage units will enable further evalua-
tion and retention of the poster collection.
Material Resource Center
The Leadership Grant awarded by the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) 
supported the materials collection symposium 
(“A New Role for Libraries”) by assembling key-
note speakers, researchers, artists, designers, and 
librarians to gather for a multi-day symposium and 
workshop held at RISD in June 2013. The unprece-
dented event fostered communications to ultimately 
share resources for the design materials community 
through the event itself, the White Paper as syn-
thesis, and the final report that are forthcoming by 
the end of summer 2014. The library received an 
extension of this grant from one year to two, with 
permission to use remaining funds to develop the 
back-end of the materials database in partnership 
with Harvard University Graduate School of Design. 
The library applied for a second two-year grant 
(2014-16) to develop the front end to that database 
with advanced search and display features, such as 
GIS, crowd-sourcing, expanded media assets, etc.
The graduate student-organized exhibition 
of student-made materials, Material + Process, that 
was the recipient of a grant via RISD’s pilot Aca-
demic Commons Program, is on continued display. 
That exhibit and its related inquiries were the basis 
of Diana Wagner’s successful master’s thesis in the 
Department of Industrial Design granted this spring. 
The MRC continued its subscription to 
Active Matter from Material Connexion whereby 
a quarterly shipment of fifteen innovative materials 
is added to the permanent collection. These items, 
along with the Inventables donation, are the highest 
circulating materials in the collection.
The MRC received two major donations of 
materials from an alumnus designer in Boston and 
from a local design firm that closed its main office; 
these gifts totaled forty boxes and account for the 
majority of the acquisitions this past year. These 
donations, along with a handful of smaller ones, also 
strengthened a growing relationship with the 2nd 
Life storefront that showcases repurposed materials 
and objects for the RISD and Providence creative 
communities. Enough textile swatches were con-
tained in the gifts to warrant the creation the Color 
Collection, a stand-alone rolling rack of thousands 
of these swatches organized solely by color.
Each of the past four years, the collection 
has effectively doubled. Logically, this pattern could 
not continue. Instead, graduate student research 
focused on observing the use of the collection 
by classes and groups in addition to staging the 
collection in different presentations apart from a 
composition-based approach, such as color, lucency, 
bio-based, etc. Also in lieu of raw collection devel-
opment were the development of the database back 
end as well as drafting the second grant application 
that was submitted in early February.
Historic and current collection development 
totals (Active Matter and Inventables quantities, 180 
and 100, respectively, are not included):
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2011-12 2012-13 2013-14
Metal 453  738 826
Glass 424 697 769
Wood 1613 2173 2621
Composites
Tiling 541 762 959
Textiles 5919 8739 15148
Paint 4103 4480 5128
Plastics
Mineral 723 1119 1355
Carpet 369 420 684
Bio-compos-
ite
875 1533 1681
Polymers 3572 5532 7240
Total 18592 26193 36411
The MRC circulated 2,987 materials (2,296 
the year before, 970 two years ago, and 275 three 
years ago) to 1,145 patrons (762 the year before, 
159 two years ago, and 64 three years ago).
The MRC was reserved with 111 discreet 
bookings for events and meetings (up from 67 one 
year ago): 33 campus-related for alumni, student, 
and outside groups; 15 for library meetings and 
seminars; and 63 for academic gatherings based on 
divisions and departments.
Picture Collection
The significant project this year for the Picture 
Collection was the weeding of the the mounted 
print collection with 3,101 items withdrawn.
●	 Number of clippings borrowed: 38,527 three 
years ago, 34,942 two years ago, 25,282 one 
year ago, and 21,379 currently
●	 Number of folders checked out: 7,643 three 
years ago, 6,629 two years ago, 5,085 one year 
ago, and 4,911 currently
●	 Number of patrons: 2,088 three years ago, 1,768 
two years ago, 1,545 one year ago, and 977 
currently
●	 Number of visitors who used the collection but 
did not circulate items: 3,956 three years ago, 
3,695 two years ago, 3,181 one year ago, and 
2,815 currently
The Picture Collection was the site of two 
large-scale events: luncheons for the Division of 
Liberal Arts and for prospective graduate students 
in the Department of Architecture.
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Slide and Digital Image Collections
The weeding and dispossession of the 
35mm analog slide collection was largely finished 
with the start of the academic year with approxi-
mately one-third of the original collection remaining 
to be assessed by a few stakeholder faculty. In that 
context, we discarded 1,988 slides. The remaining 
slide collection consists of unique and high-quality 
materials and continues to be stored in the library 
basement and was utilized by 5 instructors.
Digital image cataloging: 1,636 images (2,899, 
2,968, and 3,741 previously) from 64 orders (104, 
91, and 103 previously) requested by 9 faculty (23, 
17, and 32 previously).
The RISD Digital Image Database (RDID) now 
has 727 registered users, compared to 650 the previ-
ous year, 695 two years ago, and 563 three years ago.
RDID totals for locally produced collections 
(total 22,808):
●	 Visual Resources Library: 19,539
●	 Archives-RISD Posters: 360
●	 Artists’ Books: 517
●	 Dazzle Print Collection: 538
●	 John Hendrix English Gothic Collection: 639
●	 Loeb Design Science: 163
●	 Manual Representation: 130
●	 Raid the Icebox: 28
●	 RISD Buildings and Open Spaces: 359
●	 RISD Faculty Gallery: 211
●	 RISD Public Collection: 93
●	 RISD Student Gallery: 90
●	 Ruth Laxson Artist Book Archive: 141
 RDID totals for remotely shared collections 
(total 521,343):
●	 Art Images for College Teaching: 2,918
●	 Battles and Leaders of the Civil War: 106
●	 English Architecture: 648
●	 Historic Art and Architecture Illustrations: 297
●	 Historic Posters (1880-1918): 162
●	 Madison Art Collection: 1,035
●	 NASA Image eXchange: 516,122
●	 Tenniel Civil War Cartoons: 55
VRC staff provided training in the use of 
ARTstor, RDID, scanning, PDF creation, and social me-
dia to 12 faculty (13, 20, and 17 the previous years).
Library Image Subscriptions (total: 
6,251,858—a 17% increase over the previous year 
and 64% increase from two years ago)
●	 Art Museum Image Gallery: 165,000
●	 ARTstor: 1,600,000
●	 Berg Fashion Library: 11,400
●	 Bridgeman Education: 640,000
●	 Britannica ImageQuest: 3,500,000
●	 Cinema Image Gallery: 217,000
●	 Oxford Art Online: 18,458
●	 Visual Arts Data Service: 100,000
Library Digitization Assets (approximately 1TB)
●	 Architecture: 133 items
●	 Archives: 3,996 items
●	 Materials: 991 items
●	 Nature Lab: 166 items
●	 Reader Services: 982 items
●	 Special Collections: 2,853 items
●	 Visual Resources: 39,127 items
Staff Accomplishments
Visual + Material Resource Librarian Mark 
Pompelia organized and moderated a session on 
new technologies in the arts and humanities at the 
Southeast College Art Conference in Greensboro 
NC; continued as liaison from the Visual Resourc-
es Association to the College Art Association and 
coordinated the VRA-sponsored session at CAA in 
Chicago; moderated and presented a paper on visual 
resources beyond art history at VRA in Milwaukee; 
organized, moderated, and spoke in a discussant panel 
on materials collection at Association of Architecture 
School Librarians in Miami; chaired the Materials 
Special Interest Group at ARLIS/NA in Washington 
where he also joined the executive board for a two-
year term as treasurer; and successfully passed Criti-
cal Review and received promotion to Librarian III.
VRC Assistant Anne Butler volunteered to 
staff the annual Library Book Sale during RISD By 
Design Weekend and participated in the annual RISD 
Library Student Works Social. She has been serving on 
the RISD Recognizes Committee since October 2013.
Digital Imaging & Cataloging Specialist Janet 
Grewer assisted with the annual Library Book Sale 
and exhibited two pieces in the annual Staff Art 
Show. She attended four courses: two RISD Learns 
classes (Delivering World Class Service and Di-
versity and Inclusion) and two RIHETC (RI Higher 
Education Training Consortium) courses (MBTI: 
Determining Your Best Fit Type and Using MBTI Type 
to be a More Effective Communicator). 
Picture + Materials Collections Supervisor 
Alecia Underhill participated in the annual RISD Alum-
ni Art Sales during RISD By Design weekend and in the 
holiday season. She also participated in the Library Staff 
Art Exhibit and at ArtProv, a Providence gallery. She 
attended the same Meyers-Briggs courses as Janet.
Mark Pompelia
Visual + Material Resource Librarian
August 2014
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Library Statistics 2013/2014
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06.30.12 06.30.12 06.30.13 06.30.13 06.30.14 06.30.14
RISD Library Collections Titles Volumes Titles Volumes Titles Volumes
Main 88,660 96,304 93,077 100,771 93,271 100,914
Storage 4,869 8,401 6,183 9,899 8,802 12,766
Circulating Collection   subtotal 93,529 104,705 99,260 110,670 102,073 113,680
Reference 2,462 3,270 2,487 3,307 2,490 3,298
Periodicals 1,502 16,373 1,513 16,724 1,535 17,106
    Current titles (print) 337 331 330
    Volumes in storage 6,926 6,968 7,727
Special 11,068 14,684 11,226 14,870 11,775 15,512
Periodical volumes in Special 2,951 2,950 2,958
Artists' books 1,474 1,527 1,515 1,569 1,546 1,597
Archives, inc master's theses 1,821 1,934 2,186 2,299 2,387 2,500
Special Collections    subtotal 14,363 21,096 14,927 21,688 15,708 22,567
Total printed collections (cat.) 111,856 142,493 118,187 149,439 121,806 153,693
Auction catalogs (uncat,storage) 17,573 17,573 18,067 18,067 18,894 18,894
Archives  2893.5 cu.ft. 2959.5 cu.ft.
RISD Records in online catalog 123,985 149,637 128,353 154,718 133,000 159,821
Total Records (including Athenaeum) 213,696 249,700 217,287 254,579 222,180 260,505
Slides 73,354 73,354 53,288 53,288 51,300 51,300
Lantern slides 22,050 22,050 22,050 22,050 22,050 22,050
Clippings 490,690 490,690 492,696 492,696 493,314 493,314
Mounted reproductions 19,639 19,639 19,625 19,625 16,524 16,524
Maps 1,927 1,927 1,927 1,927 1,927 1,927
Postcards 19,401 19,401 19,401 19,401 19,401 19,401
Posters 2,320 2,320 2,320 2,320 2,518 2,518
CD-ROMS 105 106 107 108 105 106
Videos, DVD's, discs in books 4,259 5,700 4,751 6,252 5,092 6,665
Sound/music cd's 147 248 147 248 145 245
Vinyl LP's  (storage) 206 206 206 206 206 206
16 mm films (storage) 189 197 189 197 189 197
35mm films  (storage) 240 1,470 240 1,470 232 1,355
Microforms 16 1,855 16 1,855 16 1,855
Material samples 16,902 18,592 20,683 26,193 30,000 36,411
Architectural models 6 6 6 6 6 6
Total non-print collections 651,451 657,761 0 637,652 647,842 643,025 654,080
Dictionaries/Encyclopedias/Reference 17 17 15 15 22 22
Digital images (local coll) 1 19,017 1 21,916 7 39,127
Image databases 7 4.3 million 7 5.365 million 7 6.25million
E-books (Full Text Reference books) 3 895 3 1,039 6 1,426
E-books (via subscription, not in cat) 0 0 119,000 119,000 138,200 138,200
E-books (purchased/cataloged titles) 0 0 9 9 12 12
Periodical Abstracts/Indexes 14 20,000+ jrnls 14 20,000+ jrnls 14    20,000 jrnls
Full-text journal articles 9 8700 journals 9 9543 jrnls 10 14,750
Electronic journals 15 publishers 1207 titles 15 publishers1207 titles 16 pub. 651 (deduped)
Electronic Resources 34 paid subscriptions 35 paid subscriptions 40 paid subscriptions
15 provided by State 15 provided by State 9 provided by State
Circulation 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14
Books/periodicals 57,477 55,536 48,999 46,438 40,533
Nonprint(CDs, CD ROMS, VHS, DVDs) 9,058 7,579 7,017 6,692 5,355
Renewals 13,238 13,063 12,272 13,365 10,910
In-house Circulation 48,285 35,210 43,004 38,611 35,326
Reserve materials 3,949 3,449 3,397 2,925 6,322
iBooks (Mac laptops) 479 774 1,165 1,388 1,105
Slides 6,453 3,639 245 0 0
Clippings 40,561 38,527 34,942 25,253 21,379
   Folders requested 8,114 7,643 6,629 5,085 4,911
Mounted reproductions 787 975 939 416 403
Material samples 22 275 970 2,296 2,987
KIC stand scanning 135,130 97,741 115,303 101,981 134,758
Retrievals of Limited Access Materials
Special Collections (books + periodicals) 1,990 1,684 1,013 1,867 1,418
Artists' books 1,432 1,646 1,057 1,829 1,535
Volumes from storage 133 93 118 133 156
Use of electronic resources
Database searches (13/14- with integrated search) 284,836 298,323 329,018 420,080 5,500,812
             Full text retrievals 52,268 49,776 50,491 56,557 45,218
E-reserves (item views) 0 0 0 0 10,776
Library website visits n/a n/a 106,672 n/a 76,849
Borrowing outside RISD
Athenaeum material by RISD patrons 3,018 2,844 3,148 2,651 2,738
Brown material by RISD patrons 4,230 3,950 3,618 2,933 2,254
Interlibrary loan (loaned/borrowed) 513/251 493/214 567/224 458/247 557/253
Registered Borrowers
RISD students (degree program) 2,376 1,804 2,362 2,385 2,426
RISD students (Cont. Ed. , Special Studies) 197 116 59 81 61
Faculty/Museum Curators/Fac spouse 367 396 326 389 409
Staff, docents, trustees 112 111 132 139 148
Alumni 179 143 183 153 131
Memberships (exc. CE, noted above) 12 10 13 11 13
Brown Univ. students 182 223 195 127 154
Brown Univ. faculty/staff 31 8 16 1 11
Non-institutional (CRIARL) 11 6 6 5 8
   Total registered borrowers 3467 2817 3292 3291 3361
Security gate count 167,385 163,760 185,833 196,093 182,306
Registered guests (who sign in at desk) 754 422 419 292 289
Researchers in RISD Archives 142 170 181 212 184
Researchers in Special Collections 518 500 446 438 380
Students and visitors in the Picture Collection 4,283 3,956 3,695 3,181 2,815
RISD students borrowing @Brown 572 678 n/a 229 458
Slide Collection : Faculty 43 27 20 5 5
RDID (RISD digital images) registered users 416 563 695 650 727
Material Collection borrowers 22 64 159 762 1,145
Reference + Instruction
Reference (subject inquiries) 2,029 759 1,100 1,141 1,178
Archives reference (does not include onsite) 186 162 236 246 281
Instruction(Classes/workshops): groups 75 48 81 73 78
                                           students 1,253 830 1,646 1,143 1,448
Tours/orientations:          groups/students 3/432 11/561 2/390 3/536 7/564
Class presentations of Artists' Books 39 45 47 58 50
Class presentations of Special Collections/Archives 49 38 41 47 36
                students in these presentations 1,666 1,308 1,327 1,640 1,351
Individual appts re Artists' Books/Sp Coll 100 116 59 198 100
Digital image training in VRC (mostly faculty) 20 17 21 13 12
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Book/Media Acquisitions 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14
New book titles purchased 2,239 2,336 2,558 2,605 2,171
New video titles purchased 133 222 453 522 384*
New volumes/discs purchased 2,391 2,596 3,074 3,127 2307/487
Gifts/Exchange items received : Books, Cats., Per. 1,815 11,000 5,557 5,290 5,380
Gifts/Exchange retained as of June 30 700 1,082 1,308 959 1,374
Replacements (books/discs) 125 153 150 130 96/39
Total 3,216 3,831 4,532 4,216 4,303
*+5800 fr Acme
Budget
Books
     Operating budget (actual expenses) $65,061 $71,028 $86,180 $68,778 $79,433
     Revenue from fines, bills $26,432 $23,447 $19,532 $18,066 $19,954
     Booksale income $2,472 $1,687 $4,225 $1,974 $2,653
     Restricted funds $12,321 $7,153 $13,397 $7,557 $15,868
                               subtotal (books) $106,286 $103,315 $123,334 $96,375 $117,908
     Average price/book $44.96 $41.51 $45.54 $35.24 $52.01
Electronic resources $46,508 $52,216 $60,416 $61,095 $71,564
Serials (print) $38,165 $38,054 $39,881 $41,549 $42,170
Videotapes/DVDs $10,992 $11,834 $12,783 $14,104 $11,793
     Funds from Liberal Arts, FAV, Acad Affairs $0 $0 $700 $0 $19,000
Slides + digital images from vendors $146 $0 $0 $0 $0
Material samples $0 $15 $2,338 $2,227 $2,078
Total materials expenditures $202,097 $205,434 $239,452 $215,350 $264,513
Other operating expenses $86,996 $90,356 $91,435 $102,195 $103,294
Salary and Benefits $1,469,663 $1,514,818 $1,514,353 $1,558,545 $1,643,782
Total expenses $1,758,756 $1,810,608 $1,845,240 $1,876,090 $2,011,589
Capital budget $10,049 $119,625 $31,530 $12,388 $62,048
Processing
Items processed 7,801 5,483 5,418 5,161 4,983
New titles cataloged 3,363 4,215 4,258 4,008 4,002
New volumes cataloged 3,472 4,519 4,448 4,209
Gifts cataloged 1,082 1,094 1,174 1,190 1,503
Serials cataloged (09/10- inc e-journals) 21 20 17 16 20
Recataloged/reclassified 2,547 0 0 0 0
Volumes withdrawn 1,257 222 389 721 691
Volumes in storage 24,821 24,974 32,900 35,798 40,348
Bindery: Books/Periodicals 203/304 137/314 150/224 121/203 153/184
In-house mending 443 481 402 309 306
Binders/enclosures (conservation) 245 264 156 356 280
Binders/Vistafoil (new books) 566 611 634 346 355
Slides accessioned 0 0 0 0 0
Slides withdrawn 3,496 17,558 77,592 20,066 1,988
Digital images scanned 4,743 3,741 2,968 2,899 1,636
Material samples added 4,275 1,517 12,800 7,601 10,218
Clippings added 5,752 5,170 4,258 5,444 5,267
Clippings withdrawn 3,659 5,299 6,979 3,438 4,649
Posters added 0 18 24 0 198
Video titles added (tapes/dvds) 3/130 18/273 0/453 0/695 0/384
CDs & DVDs cleaned/repaired 204 77 32 40 35
Archives/Spec. Coll. Scanning 177 186 106 106 78
Archives accessioned 51/82.6LF 51/66.75LF 53/96LF 65/98LF 48/61LF
Archives processed (linear feet) 73.5 18.0 108.5 30+ 54
Reserves (physical items) 791 1,450 1242 1,492 1,335
Reserves (e-reserves proc by library) 0 0 0 0 209
SELECTED DONORS of Books, Periodicals, DVDs & Other Things
Neil Ashar    Amanda Rich
Jan Baker    RISD Apparel Design
Chad Beckerman   RISD Jewelry & Metalsmithing
Ruth Fine    RISD Museum of Art  
Tim Finn    RISD President’s Office & House 
Amy Kravitz    Christopher Scholz
Jane Langmuir    Nancy Skolos & Tom Wedell 
Paula Martesian   Reva Stern  
Cate McQuaid   Judy Sue Goodwin Sturges 
William Meinke   Laurie Whitehill Chong
Maureen O’Brien    Peter & JoAnn Wooding
Selma Ordewer   John Woolsey
Timothy Philbrick   Elizabeth Zimmerman
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